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My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 

I cannot know for certain where it will end. 

Nor do I really know myself,. . . 
and the fact that I think 

that I am following your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 

But I believe that the desire to please you 
does in fact please you. 

And I hope that I have that desire 
in all that I am doing. 

I hope that I will never do anything 
apart from that desire. 

And I know that if I do this, you will lead me 
by the right road 

though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore will I trust you always though I may 
seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 

I will not fear, for you are ever with me, 
and you will never leave me 

to face my perils alone. 

                                           ~Thomas Merton 
 

September 2016 
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 
We had a good crowd for D3—our monthly time of discernment—as we 

considered the request of the pastoral search team to talk about some 

focused questions on which they wanted congregational input. Really, we 

talked about what makes the church the church. And what kind of pastoral 

leadership we require to help Providence continue to become the church 

we are created and called to be. The time started with 10 minutes of quiet 

while we listened to Taize choruses and considered quotes, scripture, and 3 

focused areas of consideration. After that, we discussed each area 

thoroughly. As many Providence conversations seem to be, the discussion 

was deep, authentic, rich, and fruitful. We laughed a lot too. 

The thoughtful response of all our members is critical to the process—both of 

becoming who God calls us to be as a congregation and of discerning the 

pastoral leadership we need at this stage of our lives together. So we are 

publishing the discernment piece we gave the group on August 17 here in 

the Proclaimer (see pages 4 & 5). I invite you to take some time with this 

discernment guide. If you were not present that evening, sit with it for a few 

minutes in a quiet reflective space. Still the distractions and focus your prayer 

and attention. Put on some good music! 

Then, take the words of that learned theologian, Mark Twain, to heart: “You 

cannot depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of focus.” Let 

yourself dream about the beloved community that the Spirit is leading and 

helping us to imagine, that has evolved and continues to evolve as 

Providence. Read the scripture from Romans and underline the phrases and 

descriptions that jump out at you. Think about what all this says to you about 

what makes the church the CHURCH. Finally, pray the prayer of Thomas 

Merton (on the cover) as you close your time of reflection.  

Just… listen carefully, consider thoughtfully, and respond authentically. Write 

down your thoughts, or call a member of the search team and talk with 

them about your responses (contact list is on page 6). We need your help with 

this, and the exercise of seeking God’s leadership for our church at this 

critical time will aid your own spiritual journey. I promise.  

Happy listening! (And if you were there that night and have additional 

thoughts to share, please do so!) 
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Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 
 

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPT 11 @ 9:00am! 
All ages welcome! Two adult classes available, plus classes for Children & 

Youth at Providence House. Nursery care provided for the little ones. 

 

FREE FOR ALL 
Every Tuesday @ 8:30am at The Green Room Café  

All are welcome as we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

See page 8 for weekly verse. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 
Every Tuesday @ 12:00pm at Providence House 

Join us once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection at Providence 

House from 12-12:20pm. All faiths welcome to rest and reconnect! 

 

POTLUCK & HYMN SING 
Wednesday, Sept 7 @ 5:30pm 

Come one, come all to this fun and casual, family-friendly event at the 

home of Hunter & Suzanne Hale 322 Kilarney St. (kitty-corner from the church) 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
Tuesday, Sept 20 @ 12:30pm at Providence House 

Hostess: Glenda Tapper, Guest Speaker: Alice Rapp. 

RSVP to Joyce Faye Myers at:  828.595.4347 / myejfay@morrisbb.net 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
Friday, Sept 9 @ 8:30am at The Blackberry Mountain Café 

The Men’s group meets the second Friday of each month. All ages welcome. 

 

D3 Dinner~Dream~Discern 
3rd Wednesday of every month beginning @ 5:30pm 

Meals may change to Potluck. Check weekly e-news and worship guide. 

If you need childcare, please contact Stefani at: sgwilmoth@gmail.com 

mailto:myejfay@morrisbb.net
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A Guide for Reflection & Conversation. . . 
Where there is no vision, the people perish. 
   ~Proverbs 29:18a (KJV) 

If people can't see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; 

but when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed. 
   ~Proverbs 29:18 (The Message) 

 

 

Quotes to consider: 

Reflection is looking in so you can look out with a broader, bigger, and more 

accurate perspective.  ~Mick Ukleja and Robert Lorber 

Dissatisfaction and discouragement are not caused by the absence of 

things but the absence of vision.  ~Anonymous 

It is very dangerous to go into eternity with possibilities which one has oneself 

prevented from becoming realities. A possibility is a hint from God. One must 

follow it.  ~Sören Kierkegaard 

You cannot depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of focus. 

  ~Mark Twain 

 

 

A Vision for the Church  
Romans 12 (The Message) 

1 So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, 

ordinary life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life - 

and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is 

the best thing you can do for him. 2 Don't become so well-adjusted to your 

culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 

God. You'll be changed from the inside out. 3 … Living then, as every one 

does, in pure grace, it's important that you not misinterpret yourselves as 

people who are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. 

The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by 

what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him.  
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4 In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its 

meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around. 5 The body 

we're talking about is Christ's body of chosen people. Each of us finds our 

meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger or 

cut-off toe we wouldn't amount to much, would we? So since we find 

ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously 

functioning parts in Christ's body, 6 let's just go ahead and be what we were 

made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with each 

other, or trying to be something we aren't. … 

9 Love from the center of who you are; don't fake it. Run for dear life from 

evil; hold on for dear life to good. 10 Be good friends who love deeply; 

practice playing second fiddle. 11 Don't burn out; keep yourselves fueled 

and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, 12 cheerfully expectant. Don't 

quit in hard times; pray all the harder. 13 Help needy Christians; be inventive 

in hospitality. 14 Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. 15 Laugh 

with your happy friends when they're happy; share tears when they're 

down. 16 Get along with each other; don't be stuck-up. Make friends with 

nobodies; don't be the great somebody. 17 Don't hit back; discover beauty 

in everyone. 18 If you've got it in you, get along with everybody. 19 Don't 

insist on getting even; that's not for you to do. "I'll do the judging," says God. 

"I'll take care of it." 20 Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, 

go buy that person lunch, or if he's thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will 

surprise him with goodness. 21 Don't let evil get the best of you; get the best 

of evil by doing good. 

 

Questions for discussion: 
What is the church supposed to do in the world? What does this mean for 

Providence as we seek a new leader? 

 

What is your vision, your dream, for Providence 5 years from now? Where do 

we need to go as a congregation? 

 

What qualities and characteristics of a pastoral leader are most important 

that will help lead Providence toward this vision, that are most important as 

the church moves on through adolescence into adulthood? 
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At Providence. . . 
 

Pray for Gethsemane Baptist Church in Cuba 
This is a very difficult time for our brothers and sisters at our sister 
church. The drought is very severe. A deep well has been dug, but the 
pump is not powerful enough to sustain the flow of water. Bible School 
has just concluded, pray that the children will incorporate lessons 
learned into their lives. School starts Sept 5.  Rafael and Malvert 
purchased a home but it has been complicated by a new law. The  
sellers have changed their minds and the money remains in the bank. 
Malvert's father died on the last day of July so please pray for the 
family and all the residents of Cuba. 
 

Thank You! 
Homes For Youth wishes to express gratitude to the people of 
Providence for their prayers and financial support during what had 
been a challenging time.  We know we have a wonderful network of 
people and churches making our work possible, but the tangible 
evidence of your caring has been incredibly helpful. 
 

The Pastor Search Committee invites you to contact any of its 7 

members to meet informally in the location of your choice to share 

your thoughts and hopes for the pastor search process, the direction 

of the church, and the future pastor. Feel free to reach out to: 

Philip Allen – phillip@brencase.com / (h)828-696-4990 / (c)828-777-1978 

Bill Bysinger - wgbadvisory@earthlink.net / (h)828-435-1380 / (c)478-951-2010 

Dean Crisp – cdeancrisp@gmail.com / 828-691-6354 

Jane Gurley – jgurley1703@gmail.com / 828-242-7405 

Kathleen Lambert - klambert55@yahoo.com / 828-551-5334 

Kelly Hart - kellydothart@gmailcom / 864-230-1655 

Herb Sierk – sierk@att.net / 828-692-4485 

mailto:phillip@brencase.com
mailto:wgbadvisory@earthlink.net
mailto:cdeancrisp@gmail.com
mailto:jgurley1703@gmail.com
mailto:klambert55@yahoo.com
mailto:sierk@att.net
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Looking Ahead. . . 
 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Celebrates 25 Years! 
During the week of October 16 to 23, churches, partners and 

Cooperative Baptists around the world will celebrate CBF's 25th 

Anniversary through special worship services and events. You are 

invited to join us through your church or individually through prayer. 

Feel free to watch and download videos, Bible studies, prayers of 

blessing, a litany of celebration, and information on CBF's 25th 

Anniversary campaign Join us as we celebrate our founding and our 

future! CBF 25th Anniversary Videos: http://www.cbf.net/cbf25-videos/ 

 

Celebrating Our Christian Communion with Cuba! 
Cuban Dinner & Benefit Concert 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 from 6:00-9:00pm 

First Baptist Church 5 Oak Street, Asheville NC 

$50/ticket suggested. Purchase at: www.fbca.net/cuba 

Featuring Cuban musicians: Judith & Lisset Rodes 

 

PBC Retreat ~ Save the Date! 
On Saturday, November 19, the Adult Equipping Team will sponsor a 

day retreat at Kanuga Conference Center.  We will be investigating 

the spiritual gifts and practices associated with Preparing for Advent.  

The event is free and lunch is included. See you November 19th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Want to schedule an event, study group, or outing? 
First, please visit the online calendar at 

www.providencecongregation.org 
 

Second, see if there are other events posted on the day or during the 

week you would like to offer your opportunity. Then, to have your event 

promoted and to make sure there are no conflicts contact the church 

office at: 828.697.2878 / info@providencecongregation.org 
 

Thank you! 

http://www.cbf.net/cbf25-videos/
http://www.fbca.net/cuba
http://www.providencecongregation.org/


 

Weekly Scripture 
*Free For All Verse 
 

Sept 4 
*Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (1) 

Philemon 1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 

 

Sept 11 
Psalm 14:1-7 

*Jeremiah 4:5-28 

 

Sept 18 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9 (9) 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 

 

Sept 25 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (2) 

 

October 2 
Lamentations 1:1-6 

Psalm 137 (7) 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

 

 
*Note: At the time of this printing, 

some Free For All Verses are yet 

to be determined 

 

    September Birthdays 

  5 Ann Cason 

  7 Jane Steinmetz 

  9 John Laney 

10 Kelly Hart 

13 Jacob Garrison 

15 Pat Griffin 

16 Dianne Smith 

26 Shamora Duffie 

28 JT Smith   

   1st week of October 

  4 Keith Holmes 

  5 Carolyn Sierk 

  8 Sherrie Huffman 

 

 

IAM DONATIONS 
Pantry Focus: Canned Pasta, 
Canned Fruit, Pork & Beans, 
Cereal, Tea Bags 

Clothing Closet: Men's & Boy's 
Athletic Pants and Jeans; Bed 
Pillows, Wash Cloths and Towels 

Drop non-perishable donations 
in the bin near the main 
entrance. 

 

Our Values 
Going to the Other 

Growth ~ Hospitality ~ Inclusiveness 

Simplicity ~ Worship 


